
The Works of Mercy are acts of concern and compassion we do for others.  Through these acts, 

we attend to the spiritual and/or bodily needs of those whom God has placed in our lives at any 

given time.  

Living the works of mercy requires that our hearts be open to a broader understanding of feeding, 

welcoming, forgiving and praying.  Read literally the Works of Mercy may seem contrived or unattainable, but upon 

reflection - particularly with Scripture - they provide us with real, tangible opportunities to raise up the dignity of 

every human person through our actions. 

Corporal Works of Mercy Spiritual Works of Mercy 
Feed the hungry Counsel the doubtful 

- Matthew 25:34-40 
- https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer/st-marias-

meals  
 

- John 20:24-29 
- Learn more about your faith: http://adw.org/adult-faith-

formation/  

Give drink to the thirsty Instruct the ignorant 
- Matthew 10:40-42 

- Learn more about the crisis of clean drinking water in the 
world: http://thewaterproject.org/  
 

- Isaiah 58:6 
- http://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/Education-and-

Employment  

Clothe the naked Admonish sinners 
- Proverbs 31:25 

- Consider ways you can donate clothing that adds to the 
strength and dignity of those in need, or shop fair trade: 
http://www.serrv.org/crs_handcraft?c=crs  
 

- John 7:24 

- Learn more about the gift of Right Judgment at: 
https://www.serviamministries.com/blog/right-judgment-
the-holy-spirit-guiding-our-decisions/  

Welcome the stranger Comfort the afflicted 
- Hebrews 13:2 

- Learn more about the refugee crisis and our call to help: 
http://www.crs.org/media-center/5-reasons-not-to-
punish-syrian-refugees-for-paris-attacks  

-  

- 2 Corinthians 1:3-6 
- Learn more about blessed Teresa of Calcutta and the 

work of the Missionaries of Charity: 
http://www.motherteresa.org/layout.html  

Heal the sick Forgive offences 
- Matthew 8:14-17 
- Learn more about honoring the dignity of life in sickness 

and death at: http://adw.org/transformfear/  
 

- Matthew 5:22-24 

- Learn more about how to forgive by being forgiven in the 
sacrament of reconciliation: http://mercy.adw.org/receive  

Visit the imprisoned Bear patiently those who do us ill 
- Hebrews 13:3 
- http://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/WelcomeHome  

- 1 Peter 2:19-22 
- Learn from Pope Francis on patience and love in family 

life: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IyiwirgRuWs  
 

Bury the dead Pray for the living and the dead 
- Mark 14:3-9 
- Learn more about the Catholic teaching on death and 

burial at: http://www.ccaw.org/wayofdeath.html  

- Philippians 2:1-4 
- Learn more about the tradition of Mass Intentions, then 

have a Mass offered for someone: 
http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-
contributions/mass-intentions.html  
 

 

“Jesus introduces us to these works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know whether or not we are living as his disciples.”   

Pope Francis, Bull of Indiction for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, #15 
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